
FREE JOE GLENTON 
 

Lance Corporal Joe Glenton, from York, first went to Afghanistan in February 
2006 thinking he was going to help support and rebuild the country.  He was 
told, like everyone else, that the war would improve the lives of ordinary 
Afghans.  But the reality of war came as a shock to him.  He saw morale 
falling and many soldiers starting to question why they were there. 

Joe felt so strongly about the Afghan war 
that he refused to return and faces charges 
for desertion.  Despite this he bravely led the 
demonstration ‘Troops out of Afghanistan’ in 
London on 24 October.  Now he has been 
arrested and charged with five further 
offences for leading the demonstration and 
for expressing his opposition to the media in 
defiance of orders.  Joe is facing charges 

which carry a maximum of ten years imprisonment in addition to the 
sentence of two years that he could get if the desertion charge is upheld. 
 
On 18 November a military court refused bail deciding he should remain in 
custody in an army jail for a further 28 days.  The court martial is due to 
commence on 4 January 2010.   
 
Lindsey German, convenor of the Stop the War Coalition said: 
 “This is not about a breach of military regulations.  This is about the 
persecution of a soldier who believes in telling the truth in accordance 
with his conscience.  He is saying what the majority of the population 
believe – that this war is unwinnable and immoral.” 
 

FREE JOE GLENTON 
What you can do: 

 Sign the petition at York Against the War stall in St Sampson’s 
Square every Saturday 1.00 – 3.00 pm. 

 Send messages of support NOW to Lance Corporal Joe Glenton, 
Military Corrective Training Centre (MCTC), Berechurch Hall Camp, 
Colchester, Essex, CO2 9NU  or  defendjoeglenton@gmail.com 

 Download the petition from www.stopwar.org.uk and get as many 
people to sign as possible. 

 Visit www.yorkagainstthewar.org.uk where you will find up to date 
information and reasons why the troops should come home now.  
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